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Sao Tome & Principe 


New Army Commander, Deputy Appointed 


AB1609184795 Paris AFP in French 
1410 GMT 16 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Sao Tome, 16 Sep (AFP) — 
The Government of Sao Tome and Principe yesterday 
appointed the police chief, Antonio Nascimento, as 
commander in chief of the National Armed Forces 
after the Army rejected the nomination of the defense 
minister to that post. This was officially announced in 
Sao Tome today. 


Lieutenant Justino Lima, one of the young officers who 
organized the mid-August abortive coup d’etat, has been 
nominated deputy commander in chief. According to a 
military source, Lt. Lima’s nomination was imposed by 
the Army officers. 


Beginning September, Prime Minister Carlos Graca 
nominated Defense Minister Carlos Paquete Carneiro da 
Silva to head the tiny Sao Tomean Army. The decision 
provoked the anger of the Army officers, who clearly 
Stated their refusal to be commanded by the defense 
minister, and requested that the commander in chief 
be appointed with their accord, in accordance wit. the 
compromise agreement signed on 22 August between 
the civilian and Army officials, and which led to the 
return of President Miguel Trovoada to power. 


A handful of soldiers had attempted to topple Mr. 
Trovoada’s regime through a coup d’etat on 15 August. 
An agreement was subsequently reached between the 
authorities and the insurgent soldiers a week later which 
allowed President Trovoada to remain in power. 


The new commander in chief and his deputy were nom- 
inated following a consultative meeting of the Higher 
Defense Council, the consultative organ comprising the 
president of the Republic, the prime minister, the de- 
fense minister, the Navy commander, and two members 
of parliament. 


Zaire 


Opposition Figure on Western ‘Interference’ 


LD1709172595 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1230 GMT 17 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The first phase of Zaire’s politi- 
cal transition came to an end last July, but the elections 
that were promised have not been held. The opposi- 
tion has taken the opportunity afforded by the new par- 
liamentary session, which is about to be convened, to 
pass judgment on Prime Minister Kengo wa Dondo’s 
record so far. That judgment is largely negative, on 
the economy as well as on the question of the Rwan- 
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dan refugee situation, according to Lambert Mende, 
the deputy leader of the opposition parliamentary bloc, 
who also has harsh words for the West’s interference 
in Zairean politics. He spoke to our reporter, Monique 
Mas. 


[Begin recording] [Mende] We have arrived at the 
conclusion that, now more than ever before, we must 
grab the initiative — reposition the initiative within 
Zaire itself, because it has been rather too outward- 
looking. The influence of our foreign partners — in 
particular, the troika countries (France, Belgium, and 
the United States] — has been greater than it ought 
to have been, and we are going to implement the new 
strategy when parliament reconvenes in October. 


[Mas] How, exactly, does this outside interference 
manifest itself? 


[Mende] As you know, it was in June last year that Mr. 
Mobutu, at the request of the three countries that make 
up the troika, conferred the prime ministership on Mr. 
Kengo, whe became in effect the official representative 
[charge de mission] — the term used by opposition 
analysts — of Western interests in Zaire. You know 
that we have just ousted Monsignor Monsengwo from 
his position as speaker of the parliament, and that this 
action sparked a rather curious reaction — not the usual 
sort of reaction by these three countries — whereby they: 
demanded that the Zairean parliament should go back 
on its decision, because Mgr Monsengwo suited them. 


What is more, there is even a tendency to interfere with 
the workings of our parliament; for instance, we are 
now quite used to receiving letters from the IMF or 
irom such-and-such a Western government telling us 
how we are expected to vote on our laws. We think that 
is going a bit too far. 


[Mas] But you yourself, a member of the opposition, 
have opened yourself up to this kind of interference, 
have you not? You have sought the help of outsiders, of 
the international community, and of the three countries 
whose decisions you now criticize. 


[Mende] Madame, Zaire does not exist in a self- 
contained bubble. As you know, interdependence is to 
some extent necessary. When we began the democrati- 
zation process, the national conference of our citizens 
expressed its desire to have the backing and solidarity 
of the international community as a whole, so that the 
process could move forward. That was something we 
asked for, something actually wished for by those cone 
cerned. 


But what has happened since the beginning of last 
year is interference that originates from outside the 
country. This actually constitutes a supplanting of our 
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sovereignty — we are being supplanted, and we disagree 
with that. 


(Mas] Figures show inflation falling, and that is being 
attributed to Mr. Kengo wa Dondo along with other 
economic successes. 


(Mende] The figures have not been revealed in Zaire, at 
least not to parliament. We know that when Mr. Kengo 
took over the reins of government, the dollar was worth 
450 new zaires. As you know, the exchange rate has a 
crucial bearing on prices and the stability of household 
expenditure. Now, 15 or 16 months later, the dollar 
fetches 8,000 new zaires. That is not what I would call 
a SUCCESS. 


A recent report by the Cour des Comptes [government 
accounting office], which has been delivered to parlia- 
ment and will be discussed in October, blames — I am 
quoting the Cour des Comptes — the Kengo govern- 
ment of doctoring the Central Bank’s financial state- 
ments. 


(Mas] How, precisely, do you intend to reposition your 
political line? 


[Mende] Through a variety of influences, in which the 
Zairean population will play an important role. We 
would like to get Mr. Mobutu, as well as those partners 
of ours who have decided to run Zaire from abroad, to 
understand that the initiative must be returned to the 
people of Zaire and their legitimate representatives. 


I can tell you now that on Friday, 22 September, in 
other words next Friday, we are organizing a sit-in that 
will surround the French embassy in Kinshasa, in order 
to send a courteous but firm message to the French 
Government — whom many Zaireans believe to be 
leading this crusade against Zairean autonomy, insofar 
as the management of Zaire’s affairs is concerned. 


[Mas] The question of Rwandan refugees in the Kivu 
region is a serious one. Your position on this question is 
entirely consistent with that taken by the prime minister. 


(Mende] Not quite. Mr. Kengo lashed out at these 
unfortunate refugees, expelling 13,000 of them in a most 
inhumane fashion. Some of them lost members of their 
family, others lost their belongings, and there are reports 
of women being raped: All so that pressure could be 
brought to bear on the international community, in order 
to take advantage of its financial resources — which 
he and Mr. Mobutu then divide between themselves, 
although the talk is about restoring the Kivu ecosystem. 
But no one believes that, not even in Paris, Washington, 
or Brussels. 


Our approach is simple: The solution is the return 
of refugees to Rwanda. But we want the return to 
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take place according to Geneva Convention rules. [end 
recording} 


Army Searches Goma for Guns, Mines 


AB1709141495 Paris AFP in English 
1401 GMT 17 Sep 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Brazzaville, Sept 17 (AFP) 
— Security forces searched homes in Goma looking 
for mines and weapons amid an ongoing clampdown 
following the massacre of over 100 people just across 
the border in Rwanda, witnesses told AFP Sunday. 


They searched the Office and Mabanga quarters [as 
received] of the eastern Zairean town in operations 
Thursday and Friday which went off peacefully, but 
there was no news as to whether they had found any 
mines. 


However a diplomatic source said some personal 
weapons had been found. 


The searches were carried out during the hours of an 
overnight curfew which began Wednesday. 


Last week two mines exploded in the town centre 
without causing casualties and authorities in Goma have 
blamed them on former Rwandan soldiers who have 
taken refuge in the area. 


"Since the searches started we haven’t heard any more 
explosions," a hotel worker said. 


Some 700,000 mainly Hutu refugees who fled the 
victorious Tutsi-led Rwandan Patriotic Front in last 
year’s violent civil war are housed in sprawling camps 
in the Goma region. 


Meanwhile the border to Rwanda remained closed for 
the fifth straight day as Zairean authorities attempted to 
prevent “terrorist’ attacks in the wake of the massacre 
of over 100 people in Kanama, western Rwanda. 


Only aid workers, refugees wanting to return home to 
Rwanda and Zairean nationals living there are allowed 
across the border, a Zairean immigration source said. 


At least 110 villagers were macheted, bayoneted or shot 
dead in the incident which occurred overnight Monday 
after a clash between the Tutsi-dominated army and 
Hutu guerrillas from across the border in Zaire. 


Rwandan Vice President and Defence Minister Paul 
Kagame acknowledged troops had probably used ex- 
cessive force when they were ambushed. 
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Somalia 


Aidid Forces Reportedly Attacking Baidoa 


EA1709123895 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of Somali Pacification in Somali 1115 GMT 17 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] A spokesman for the United 
Somali Congress-Somali National Alliance revealed in 
Mogadishu today that this morning General Aidid led 
his militia in an unprovoked attack on Bay Region, 
and particularly on Baidoa. The spokesman added that 
reports from Baidoa confirm that the people of Baidoa 
strongly resisted the unprovoked aggression, which is 
a violation of peace, democracy, [words indistinct] and 
Islamic law. The reports say the fighting is continuing 
and that many people have been killed and their property 
looted. Some relief organizations are also said to have 
lost property. Baidoa people are said to have fled into 
the countryside and to neighboring regions. [passage 
omitted] 


Aidid Said in Baidoa 


EA1709125995 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the Masses of the Somali Republic in Somali 
1100 GMT 17 Sep 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] A delegation led by the presi- 
dent of the Somali Republic, Mr. Mohamed Farah Aidid, 
today held talks in Baidoa, Bay Region, with elders, re- 
ligious leaders, and intellectuals. [Words indistinct] he 
stressed that the purpose of the visit of his delegation 
was to assess the general situation of the people living 
in Bay Region, and to see how they could be assisted 
to deal with their problems, particularly those brought 
about during the Siad Barre era and those later caused 
by groups working for colonialists and foreign agencies. 
[passage indistinct] 


UN Aid Workers Captured 


AB1709163695 Paris AFP in English 
1623 GMT 17 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nairobi, Sept 17 (AFP) — 
At least four international staff of the UN World 
Food Programme (WFP) were captured Sunday [17 
September] after armed militias of Somali warlord 
General Mohamed Farah Aidid overran the southern 
town of Baidoa, aid officials said here. 


The town fell after fighting which started Sunday morn- 
ing between Aidid’s Somali National Alliance (SNA) 
militia and other unidentified armed local militias, a 
WFP official said. 


The four are among some 18 aid workers who were 
being held at the UNICEF Compound in Baidoa which 
the SNA said was "for their own protection." 


Details on the fighting in Baidoa was still not available 
as Mogadishu could not be reached on telephone Sunday 
afternoon. 
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Since the beginning of September, Aidid, who was 
elected "interim president" of Somalia by his supporters 
in June, has been trying to disarm opposing militias in 
this lawless Horn of Africa nation. 


On September 6 Aidid called on his supporters "to crush 
and eliminate militarily and politically all those factions 
opposing him." 


But Osman Ali Hassan "Atto," Aidid’s former financier- 
turned bitter rival at the same time called on factions 
opposed to Aidid to "unite their forces to confront the 
anti-peace elements." 


The calls have resulted in the escalation of fighting 
between opposing Habr Gedir clan forces loyal to Aidid 
and the Abgal faction militia loyal to north Mogadishu 
strongman Ali Mahdi Mohamed. 


Aidid Radio on Rules for Aid Organizations 


EA1709125595 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the Masses of the Somali Republic in Somali 
1700 GMT 16 Sev 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Mohamed Farah Aidid, the 
president of the Republic of Somalia, having noted 
Article 18 and Article 24 of the National Transitional 
Charter and the approval of the National Leadership 
Council and the cabinet, has signed lega! circular No. 7, 
dated 12 September 1995, which comprises 19 articles 
and concerns relief organizations. 


The legal circular defines relief organizations and sets 
out their dutics and the laws concerning foreign relief 
organizations which want to come to Somalia for relief 
work. 


The circular says that they should register within 21 
days from the date of their arrival in the country. They 
should state the name of the organization, its work, 
the scope of its operations, and its plans, its country 
of origin, and the number and skills of the foreign 
employees which it wants to put to work in Somalia, 
where in the country it wants to operate during its stay, 
and so forth. 


Registration: The Aidid government can refuse to reg- 
ister an organization if it believes that the organization 
cannot meet the conditions for registration, such as if 
its leaders cannot be accepted in the country or have 
crooked intentions. The person in charge of registra- 
tion will be named by the minister of internal affairs. If 
the organization’s application for registration is turned 
Jown, it Can appeal to the high court, the relevant com- 
mittee, and the ministers who deal with relief organiza- 
tions. They will be responsible for the security of the 
officials engaged in relief work and the security of their 
belongings. 


Foreign relief organizations will pay 100 dollars for 
registration and local organizations will pay 80 dollars. 
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This cirular became effective when it was signed by the 
president of the Republic of Somalia. 


SPM-SNA Urges Action Against Aidid Group 


EA1609204295 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of Somali Pacification in Somali 1630 GMT 16 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The SPM-SNA’s [Somali Pa- 
triotic Movement-Somali National Alliance] Executive 
Committee, Central Committee, sultans, officers, and in- 
tellectuals have agreed on the following points: 


1, That its members should support the decisions which 
the Somali organizations made in Nairobi c. 17 August. 


2. That Ahmed Omar Jays [pro-Mohamed Farah Aidid] 
is on his own private visit to Mogadishu and does not 
represent anyone, and that the SPM-SNA has not taken 
part in the arms collection exercise in Mogadishu. 


3. The SPM-SNA officials have called on the Somali 
people to do something about the self-styled group of 
Mohamed Farah Aidid, who they said does not serve 
the interests of the Somali people. 


The SPM-SNA members who signed this resolution 
are: Sulten Abdullei Mohamed Askar, Garad Shaykh 
Mohamoud Aftag, Ugass Dayib Mohamed Nur, Aden 
Abdullei Diriye, and Mohamed Rabi Kahin, both of 
whom are in the Executive Committee, and Qorane 
Mohamoud Nur and others in the SPM-SNA Central 
Committee and its intellectuals. 


Atto Discusses Jeddah Visit, Peace Initiatives 


AB1509223095 London BBC World Service 
in English 1830 GMT 15 Sep 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] While the Somali capital, Mo- 
gadishu, remains a city divided between areas controlled 
by Ali Mahdi Mohamed’s militias and those of Gen- 
eral Farah Aidid, who had his supporters declare him 
president, a third major player, Osman Ali Atto, is in 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, at the Islamic Conference. Atto 
was once a backer of Aidid’s but is now pursuing his 
own agenda — trying to get an acceptable government 
set up in Somalia. He organized a reconciliation confer- 
ence in Nairobi last month, though Aidid wasn’t there, 
and doubtless Osman Atto is in Jeddah seeking support 
for his ideas from the Arab world. On the line, Mick 
Slatter suggested to Osman Atto that he would also be 
after money. 


[Begin recording] [Atto] Mick, it is absolutely untrue. 
We are here to get support for upcoming national 
consultation, which will be held in Somalia, and we 
are not begging anybody. We are only asking for 
an assistance to implement what has been reached in 
Nairobi in Kenya last month. 
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[Slatter} But isn’t that, in a sense, a code word for saying 
you are building up an alliance against Aidid? 


[Atto] We are not build’ig up any alliance against 
anybody, except we are trying to revive the momentum 
of the Somali nation, and what we are also trying is to 
get everybody's consensus. 


[Slatter) When you are talking about initiatives, and 
gaining support and gaining momentum, I mean, unless 
you have Aidid or delegates from Aidid’s camp there 
with you in Jeddah, this is surely just a one-sided 
exercise. 


[Atto] Well, when I say Somali initiative, that does not 
exclude Aidid, but if Aidid wants to exclude himself, 
that is very well, but we are trying to accommodate 
with every faction that exists in the Somali capital and 
around Somali. [sentence as heard] 


[Slatter]) Are the members of the Islamic Conference, 
are they prepared to get involved in Somalia? Are they 
showing interest, or do they want to simply wash their 
hands of everything that is happening in Mogadishu? 


[Atto}] I think the Islamic nations are very well con- 
cerned, and they are interested to see some settlement 
and also some friendly countries, as well as the Somali 
nationals who are working abroad. 


[Slatter] Which countries would you say back Mr. Ali 
Mahdi and Osman Ali Atto. Which countries back you? 


[Atto] There are no individual countries that are sup- 
porting any individual or any organization, except the 
countries that we have seen. They are all interested in 
seeing initiatives being started in Somalia. 


[Slater] What about those countries that are renowned 
as being supporters of Aidid or looking on Aidid as a 
hero, for example, maybe Libya or Sudan. What has 
happened with those countries? 


[Atto] We have also expressed our sincere attitude 
toward those countries and have asked them to refrain 
from Somali problems to get worse. [sentence as heard] 


[Slatter] You have asked them to keep out of Somalia? 
[Atto] That is what we have requested. 
{Slatter] What have they said? 


[Atto}] Well, we will know very soon their attitude. I am 
sure there is a sign of change, as we have noticed. 


[Slatter] But they certainly listened to what you had to 
Say. 


[Atto) They did. [end recording] 
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Pope John Paul II Arrives for Ist RSA Visit 


Greeted at Airport by Mandela 


MB1609145495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1438 GMT 16 Sep 95 


[Report by Janine Filers) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Sept 16 SAPA 
— Pope John Paul Il arrived at Johannesburg Interna- 
tional Airport amid much pomp and ceremony on Satur- 
day [16 September] afternoon. He was met by President 
Nelson Mandela and the nuncio Archbishop Ambrose de 
Paoli, ambassador to the Holy See in South Africa. 


As the Pontiff disembarked from a Cameroon Airlines 
Boeing 747, the Vatican flag was unfurled. His Holiness 
then kissed South African soil in a basket proffered to 
him by children, whereafter he and Mandela went to the 
podium for the national salute. 


The Vatican’s national anthem and those of South 
Africa were sung. Mandela then welcomed the pontiff. 
Pope John Paul went on to meet 58 officials in a receiv- 
ing line, including Deputy President Thabo Mbeki and 
Foreign Affairs Minister Aziz Pahad. In the receiving 
line were Cardinals do Nasciento of Angola anu Dos 
Santos of Mozambique. 


The pope deparied from the tarmac in a vehicle direct 
for Pretoria where he was to be received by Mandela, 
before returning to the Vatican embassy in Pretoria for 
dinner. 


Archbishop de Paoli said the embassy would probably 
serve a Starter, main dish, fruit cake and coffee for the 


papal supper. 


Receives Tribute From Mandela 


MB1609155095 Johannesburg Channel Africa Radio 
in English 1500 GMT 16 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] South African President Nel- 
son Mandela says that to describe the visit of Pope John 
Paul to South Africa as long overdue is to pay tribute 
to the pontiff’'s own abhorrence of the apartheid system. 
Mr. Mandela was welcoming the pope at the Johannes- 
burg International Airport earlier today. 


He said the pupe’s vision of hope, peace, justice, and 
democracy had inspired South Africans to attain free- 
dom, unity, and reconciliation. He also acknowledged 
the vital contribution made by the local Catholic Church 
and laity in the struggle against apartheid. 


Mr. Mandela said South Africa greeted the pontiff as 
a free country in which the right and dignity of all 
people were upheld and in which religious freedom and 
tolerance were recognized and promoted. Mr. Mandela 
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said the pope’s commitment to the poverty-stricken and 
deprived had touched all people [word indistinct] 


The pope arrived in South Africa from Cameroon. He 
is scheduled to hold a mass for an estimated 300,000 
people at a race course east of Johannesburg tomorrow 
morning. From South Africa, he is due to travel to 
Kenya. 


Holds Private Talks With Mandela 


MB1609175495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1717 GMT 16 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria Sept 16 SAPA — 
President Nelson Mandela and Pope John Paul II had 20 
minutes of private talks at the presidential guest house 
in Pretoria on Saturday [16 September] evening. 


Mandela said afterwards he briefly reviewed the situa- 
tion in South Africa for the pontiff “especially the task 
of nation building and the role that is played by all the 
religious faiths in our country. It was really a briefing 
session for his holiness." 


After the talks the two men took up positions in a 
drawing room and shook hands with about 180 guests. 
The first people in the receiving line to shake the Pope’s 
hand on Saturday night were Constitutional Minister 
Roelf Meyer and his wife followed by Inkatha leader 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi. 


When Transport Minister Mac Maharaj came forward 
President Nelson Mandela introduced him to the Pope 
and said: "We were together in prison, in cells for 18 
years”. 


As they waited for the first guests to arrive Mandela and 
the Pope chatted together. 


Looking at the battery of television and stills cameras 
the Pope said, with a smile: "So many photographs, so 
many pictures tomorrow". 


Shortly after 7PM the Pope left for the Vatican embassy 
in Pretoria where he will dine and sleep. 


Urges Forgiveness 


MB1709140795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1321 GMT 17 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Sept 17 SAPA 
— Forgiveness and reconciliation was the only way out 
of the moral bankruptcy of race prejudice and ethnic 
hatred, Pope John Paul II told thousands of pilgrims at 
a vibrant African mass at Gosforth Park in Germiston 
on Sunday [17 September]. 
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The poutiff, who was greeted by an imbongi or praise 
singer Carrying spears and a jackal skin cloak, also urged 
South Africans to embrace one another as a family. 


"A new dawn of hope has risen. Become what you want 
to be, the rainbow people of God," he told an audience 
that included President Neison Mandela and Deputies 
Thabo Mbeki and FW de Klerk. 


People everywhere rejoiced in the change that had come 
about in South Africa during the last few years. 


"Seeing what is happening here, men and women of 
good will hope that in other parts of this continent too, 
and throughout the world, violence will give way to 
dialogue and agreement, and tvie lives of innocent men, 
women and children will no longer be in danger for 
reasons which, more often than not, they neither share 
nor understand." 


Catholics from congregations throughout southern 
Africa were bussed in to the mass, and many spent 
Saturday night at Gosforth Park racetrack, where the 
celebration was held. 


Police and organisers, who said it was the largest event 
ever in South Africa, put the crowd at 300,000 or more, 
but journalists estimated it at a third of that. 


The Pope delivered a special message to the women 
of Africa, who he said had an irreplaceable role in 
humanising society, and who suffered special burdens 
and injustices. 

They were more sensitive to the implications of justice 


and the demands of peac. because they were "closer to 
the mystery of life and the wonder of its transmission”. 


"The Church therefore appeals to you in a special way 
to respect, protect, love and serve life, every human life, 
from conception to natural death." 


The 75-year-old pontiff was driven slowly through the 
flag-waving crowd in a white "popemobile" before the 
service. Security men kept the rear door of the vehicle 
open during the half-hour procession, possibly because 
of the heat inside the bullet-proof glass enclosure on a 
sunny Gauteng morning. 


The Pope, who suffers from a hip ailment, was lifted 
onto the specially-built podium on a hydraulic hoist, 
and greeted the congregation in Sotho, Zulu, English 
and Afrikaans. 


He said it offered him great joy to celebrate the Peace 
of Christ on South African soil. "The people of Africa 
have been painfully divided," he said. "Much blood has 
been spilt on the soil of Africa. It is now time to witness 
the peace of Africa." 
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Altar attendants presenied gifts of fruit, vegetables and 
bread as part of the liturgy of the Eucharist. Two thou- 
sand priests distributed wafers to the congregation as the 
Pope himself took communion and then gave it to 60 
chosen communicants from Pretoria and Johannesburg. 


The service was conducted in seven languages, includ- 
ing Afrikaans, Sotho, Zulu, Portuguese and Latin, and 
included hymns sung to the accompaniment of African 
cowhide drums. 


After the final blessing the Pope presented his Apostolic 
Exhortation — a 150-page papal document on Africa 
and the Church’s future on the continent — to 12 rep- 
resentatives of southern African countries. He described 
the mass as having been a "beautiful dignified celebra- 
tion, full of serene and peaceful joy and love". 


The ceremony closed with the national anthems Nkosi 
Sikelele i’Afrika and Die Stem. 


Organisers erected 18 sound towers and laid two kilo- 
metres of electric cabling to relay his message, which 
included a special Latin prayer broadcast worldwide. 


South Africa is the midpoint of a three-nation report- 
back on the April 1994 Synod of Africa, which gave 
rise to the Exhortation. 


It was the Pope’s first official visit to South Africa. He 
had always refused to visit South Africa during the days 
of apartheid, although he was forced in 1988 to travel 
through the country to Lesotho when bad weather forced 
his plane to land in Johannesburg. 


The pontiff was in Cameroon earlier this week and 
leaves for Kenya on Monday. 


Departs 18 Sep 


MB1809103395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0819 GMT 18 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Sept 18 SAPA 
— Pope John Paul II left South Africans on Monday [18 
September] morning with a message that the continent 
of Africa and the whole world followed every step the 
country took. 


The Pope, who departed in a South African Airways 
Airbus 320, was seen off by Deputy Presidents Thabo 
Mbeki and * W de Klerk as well as other dignitaries and 
church officials. He thanked President Nelson Mandela, 
the two vice-presidents and everyone who had made 
his visit possible, for their warm welcome. He said he 
would remember South Africa in his prayers, especially 
the young, sick and needy and all those who suffered 
for the sake of justice. 
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"I take with me the sights and sounds of your joyful 
reception of the results of the synod," he said. The 
Pope was in South Africa to officialy close the synod 
of African bishops. 


The pontiff said he was sure, as was shown by the recent 
history of South A ‘rica, that people coulc work together 
for the common good of justice and peace. "Peace calls 
for a courage much greater than the senseless demerity 
which produces violence." 


Mbeki told the Pope it had been a great honour 
to welcome him to South Africa. His message of 
justice and peace had given strength to millions on the 
continent at a time of prof und adversity. 


Iranian Minister laterested in Mining Expertise 


MB1609160495 Johannesburg SAfm Radi: Network 
in English 0500 GMT 16 Sep 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Iran is probing the possibility 
of tapping into South Africa’s mining expertise. So says 
Department of Mineral and Energy Affairs Director 
Generai Piet Hugo. He says Iranian Mines Minister 
Mohammad Mahluji, who is on a weeklong visit to 
South Africa, has expressed intere t in acquiring South 
African mining expertise. Iran is particularly interested 
in benefiting from South Africa’s experience in the gold, 
aluminum, and iron and steel industries. 


Buthelezi: New Elections in KwaZulu Imperative 


MBI1709173795 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 17 Sep 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] 
leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi says provincial elections 
for KwaZulu/Natal might be held within six months. 


Dr. Buthelezi told his supporters at Nongoma that he 
found it contemptible that some people in the media 
now suggested that it was him who wanted the elections. 
Dr. Buthelezi said he was merely accepting a challenge 
thrown at the party by ANC leader Jacob Zuma. The IFP 
leader said it was imperative that provincial elections 
be held before the finalization of the country’s new 
constitution. 


Regarding the problems within the IFP, Dr. Buthelezi 
said he did not want to be the leader of a divided 
party and said he was ready to step down if these 
problems were not solved immediately. He attacked 
some of the members of his party whom, he said, 
continued to undermine decisions taken by the IFP 
through its general conference and its national council. 
Dr. Buthelezi said those particular individuals had 
insignificant constituencies and had only been put in 
positions for their professional skills. 
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Repeats Threat To Resign 


MB1709194795 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 1800 GMT 17 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] IFP [Inkatha Freedom 
Party] leader Mangosuthu Buth?lezi has once again 
threatened to step down as leader of the party. [passage 
omitted] 


{Begin Buthelezi recording] I have made it public that 
I'm ready to step down if these problems are not 
immediately solved, for I do not wish to serve as the 
leader of a divided party or as the leader of only one 
faction of a divided party. Either I’m the leader of the 
whole party, the IFP, which acts with unity of intent and 
purpose, inspired by common goals, or rather somebody 
else who might have greater wisdom and insight about 
what is happening in South Africa should take my place 
— if you as the IFP body politic believe that such a 
person may exist. [end recording] 


Shaka Day To Proceed Without Zulu King 


MB1509523695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1133 GMT 15 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Durban Sept 15 SAPA — 
Shaka Day celebrations will go ahead as planned 
on September 24 despite ‘ne Zulu King Goodwill 
Zwelithini’s decision not to attend, KwaZulu/Natal Pre- 
mier Dr Frank Mdlalose said on Friday [15 September]. 


The king announced last week that there would be no 
official Shaka Day celebrations this year, saying the 
Inkatha Freedom Party had confused Shaka Day with 
national celebrations aiid political rallies. 


Last year the king cancelled Shaka Day, but the 
IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] went ahead with the 
celebration. Mc.alose said in a statement that September 
24 had been observed by the Zulu nation as Shaka Day 
for more than 20 years. It was not an IFP institution. 
"This year this date has an added value since it is now on 
the South African calendar as a Heroes’ Day," Mdlalose 
said. "This dees not detract from any ritual that may 
be conducted by the king or any member of the royal 
family with regard to this great hero, the founder of the 


COSATU Calls Labor Bill ‘Benchmark Victory’ 


MB1509143395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1258 GMT 15 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Sept 15 SAPA 
— The Labour Relations Bill passed this week is 
a benchmark victory for labour but should not be 
considered inflexible and still needs improvement, the 
Congress of South African Trade Unions [COSATU] 
said on Friday [15 September]. 
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"It represents a resoundirs victory for workers, a radical 
departure from the past, and sets us under a new 
dispensation for the management of industrial relations," 
COSATU General Secretary Sam Shilowa said at a 
news conference on Friday. 


The Bill, passed by the Senate on Thursday and in 
the National Assembly on Wed:esday, is expected to 
improve the bargaining rights of workers. 


Shilowa said the Bill’s failure to ban outright the use 
of scab labour was one of the areas COSATU was 
uncomfortable with. In terms of the Bill, if employers 
lock out their workers, they caa’t hire scab labour. 
They can however use scab labour if a lock-out is not 
instituted. 

Shilowa said labour had to drop some issues in the 
negotiating process because employers would have 
gained more if the Bill had been delayed any longer. 


Several amendments were added to the Bill on Tuesday 
prior to it being passed. These had been agreed in 
negotiations between labour, business and government. 
One of these amendments was a clause against sexual 
harassment in the workplace. This was essential if 
workers’ rights were to be protected, Shilowa said. 


The Bill bec es law once signed by President Nelson 
Mandela. 


Disputes kv ;:tedly Threaten ANC-Led Provinces 


MB1609205095 Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English 15 Sep 95 pp 3-4 


[Report by Jimmy Seepe and Pule Molebeledi) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The ANC is facing serious in- 
ternal struggles in five of the seven provinces it controls 
and this could have serious political implications for the 
organisation during the coming local government elec- 
tions if not immediately resolved. 


This week NEW NATION learnt of new tensions in 
Mpumalanga, adding to the provinces embroiled in 
factionalism that could affect the ANC’s ability to score 
a large majority in the elections. 


Another province to experience internal power struggles 
recently is Free State. Eastern Cape, Northern Province 
and Northwest are also experiencing problems. 


Next week, Deputy President Thabo Mbeki will be 
heading to the Free State to try and resolve problems 
between premier Patrick Lekota and regional ANC 
chairman Pat Matosa. Mbeki’s intervention comes at a 
time when a serious crisis is developing in what was 
once thought to be a stable province — Mpumalanga 


— where two regions are in involved in conflict over 
representation in the government. 


Sources in the province say several ANC individuals in 
the Highveld region have complained of marginalisation 
and exclusion in the provincial government. It is alleged 
they have complained that most MECs [members of 
the Executive Council] have been specifically recruited 
from the Lowveld region — even at the expense of 
capable individuals from the Highveld. 


It is alleged that various individuals are now campaign- 
ing to put pressure on Phosa to change his cabiaet and 
make it more reflective of the entire province. 


Sources also complain of the employment of people 
from former homelands in top civil service posts to the 
detriment of skilled ANC-aligned professionals. 


But both Mpumalanga premier Mathews Phosa and 
ANC regional secretary general Solly Zwane have 
denounced the allegations and reiterated the unity of 
the ANC in the province 


Phosa rejected the claims that his government relied too 
much on people from the Lowveld: "I know some of 
the individuals who are behind these allegations. It is 
not true that I chose the cabinet based on the regions 
people came from. I was not instrumental in choosing 
my cabinet. All important stakeholders in the region — 
from the ANC, COSATU [Congress of South African 
Trade Unions] and the Mass Democratic Movement 
[MDM] — were consulted on the composition of the 
cabinet. 


"I do not know why some of these people are raising 
these matters now instead of when we suggested the 
cabinet. Some of these individuals, whose names are 
known to us, had all agreed with the decisions taken at 
the time.” 


Phosa said there are individuals — some of whom work 
in the national parliament — who are trying to come 
back into the province through the back door. 


Zwane told NEW NATION it was not true there was 
a rift between the Lowveld and the Highveld regions 
of the organisation as a result of representations in the 
Cabinet. 


"It’s true that there are more people in the cabinet 
who come from ANC structures in the Lowveld,” said 
Zwane. "But this is not the decision that Phosa made. 
We (ANC, COSATU and the MDM) all decided about 
those names". He said he was appealing to people 
making claims of divisions in the province to refrain 
as they were playing into the hands of those who did 
not want to see unity in the province. 
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On the other hand, internal divisions within ANC 
branches in Free State, has extended to the heart of 
the government since the firing of Max Mayekiso, 
MEC [member of the Executive Council] for Housing 
and that of Pat Matosa, who was charged with 
RDP [Reconstruction and Development Program] in the 
province. 


Free State ANC general secretary Kaizer Sebotele said 
one of the major problems resulting in tensions was 
lack of consultation among the organisation’s officials in 
the region and the provincial government. "The problem 
in the region was manifested in Matosa as chairperson 
of the ANC in the region and premier Lekota as head 
of government. We have resolved that the two should 
have a person-to-person meeting to try and resolve their 
problems.” 


High-ranking sources in the region who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity, told NEW NATION that branches 
in the Northern regions are mobilising and rallying be- 
hind the sacked MECs. 


"They feel the two were given a raw deal since Lekota 
suffered a humiliating defeat at last year’s ANC’s 
elections. Matosa was elected ciairperson and Ace 
Magashule his deputy. The two were elected by the 
powerful Free State North ANC region which wou most 
of the seats. 


Lekota dismissed Mayekiso after alleged “irregularities” 
in the department after he allegedly used his position to 
enrich himself. 


Meanwhile, the EAST CAPE NEWS AGENCY 
[ECNA] reports that a major shake-up of the Eastern 
Cape government is on the cards. 


This was confirmed by beleaguc:ed Eastern Cape pre- 
mier Raymond Mhiaba who told ECNA in an inter- 
view that the reshuffle woula take place in the "coming 
weeks". Mhlaba said the cabinet re-shuffle would take 
place as soon as a report by the Kroon Commission of 
Inquiry into violence at Tsolo in the former Transkei 
was tabled. 


According to unconfirmed reports in the Bisho gov- 
ernment, the MEC for Health and Welfare, Dr Trudy 
Thomas and Transport MEC Mandisa Marasha could 
be axed. 


Thomas has come under fire for her handling of the 
region’s ongoing health crisis while the source said 
the provincial government was totally unhappy with 
Marasha’s performance. 

Reports speculated that susnended Safety and Security 


MEC, Dr Malizo Mpehle, might replace Thomas to 
avoid a possible legal wrangle in future. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 9 


Meanwhile, in Northern Province, an uneasy peace has 
returned after President Mandela’s intervention in the 
dispute between Premier Ngoako Ramatlhodi and Peter 
Mokaba over control of the special presidential projects. 
It was agreed that both the provincial government and 
Mokaba would liaise together on any projects that would 
be developed in the region. 


The province was nearly thrown into disarray after 
it became clear that certain branches in the province 
wanted Ramatlhodi to be replaced because of allegations 


of incompetency. 


This followed simmering tensions within the province’s 
ANC structures, which for many months have been 
grappling with the challenge of finding a solution to 
the problems confronting Ramatlhodi. 


They wanted the provincial secretary, Collins Chabane, 
who is a national ". te return to the province. Some 
wanted him to co.:e ©-ck and be a premier whereas 
some wanted h' 9: ‘0 be * iull-time” provincial secretary 
to revive the c. «> AN ~ structures. 


The power struggic vetween Ramatlhodi, Mokaba and 
Chabane has not been adequately addressed. It was 
referred to a “bosberaad" [bush summit]. The date and 
venue of the bosberaad has not been discussed. 


Of all the ANC provirces, Northwest was the hardest hit 
by internal grudges. Tue power struggle which ensued 
between Premier Popo Molefe and Rocky Malebane- 
Metsing was constantly denied by the movement. After 
refusing to recognise Molefe’s leadership and being sus- 
pended for allegedly bringing the province in disrepute, 
Malebane-Metsing resigned from the movement. 


A number of ANC members and branches joined him in 
reviving the People’s Progressive Party (PPP). It is still 
unclear how this will affect the ANC in the coming local 
government elections but it is feared that the ANC might 
lose wards to either Malebane-Metsing or to former 
Bophuthatswana homeland leader Lucas Mangope. 


South African Press Review for 15 Sep 
MB1509142995 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 
SOWETAN 


Criticism of Mandela Handling of African Bank — 
Mathatha Tsedu writes in his "Black Eyes" column 
on page-11 of Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 
15 September on the demise of the African Bank and 
the "absence of any immediate long-term solution from 
the Government” saying it “leaves a foul taste in the 
mouth." The bank was a black institution "that battled 
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against all odds to get where it is," and when it found 
itself in trouble the black-led government "was given an 
opportunity to display its own commitment to the goals 
of nation- building and empowerment." But President 
Mandela leaves "such a crucial decision in the hands 
of a white Finance Minister whose reason for being in 
the Cabinet is that he is not a member of the African 
National Congress. A man who obviously does not and 
cannot share the desires of the ANC that Mandela leads 
to empower blacks. A man who owes his allegiance to 
white corporate South Africa." "Having failed to step 
in decisively last week, it is now the responsibility 
of Mandela in particular, and the ANC and the black 
population in general, to ensure that enough money is 
put into that bank to restore faith in it." 


NEW NATION 


Black Empowerment or Tokenism? — Johannesburg 
NEW NATION in English on 15 September in a page- 
10 editorial says there is a "strong moral reason" for 
government intervention to save the African Bank, 
which is "to ensure that the mainly low income earners 
who entrusted their hard-earned cash with the bank do 
not suffer." But government intervention "must also then 
ensure that in the long term, black control takes on more 
than just a token significance in the economic life of 
the country." NEW NATION notes that blacks control 
Metropolitan Life, one of the biggest shareholders in 
African Bank, but were unable to prevent the closure 
of the bank because a rescue plan involving tens of 
millions of rands "had been blocked, allegedly by white 
managers. This raises an important question — what 
does black control really mean? Is it real or token?" 


BUSINESS DAY 


New Approach Needed to Tax Collection — The 
proposal to merge "an incompetently managed inland 
revenue with an inept and corrupt customs and excise 
department is ludicrous," declares a page-8 editorial 
in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 15 
September. Its chances of improving the "collapsing" 
tax collection system “are nil." "A hitherto compliant 
corporate South Africa is increasingly concerned about 
unwarranted penalties. Firms make their two interim 
payments and third top-up, but are then left unassessed 
for years and, adding insult to injury, levied non- 
deductible interest at penal rates if their payments were 
too low." BUSINESS DAY believes a new approach 
to tax collection is needed. "More self-assessment with 
periodic audits by the receiver along U.S. lines could 
be a start.” 
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ILANGA 


Government Slackens Strike Control To ‘Beg Votes’ 
— Durban ILANGA in Zulu for 11-13 September 
in a page-4 editorial says nurses “should not strike 
to a point where their patients die of neglect." “Our 
government knows well that black nurses were the 
only ones disadvantaged during the last government." 
Therefore, "the government now in power should have 
started with them and other similarly disadvantaged 
workers in other sectors, and dealt with their grievances 
timeously. President Mandela should not act high- 
handedly with them, but make provision for a negotiated 
settlement." The nurses too should "go back to work 
and await the outcome of talks." "There should be 
legislation governing essential services to discourage 
strike action by workers, but let their concerns be 
timeously addressed. Those defying the rules should 
be put back in line. This government will not operate 
successfully if it slackens control merely to beg votes." 


South African Press Review for 17 Sep 
MB1709194295 


[FBIS Editorial Report! 


SUNDAY TIMES 


Crime Problem — "The abduction of four British 
tourists at the Transkei Wild Coast this week provides a 
chilling reminder to Nelson Mandela’s government that 
it has no greater priority than to establish law and order," 
begins a page-24 editorial in Johannesburg SUNDAY 
TIMES in English on 17 September. The editorial says 
crimes like this will have a harsh effect on the tourism 
industry. "Living under the tyranny of criminality" is 
also having a serious effect on ordinary South Africans. 
According to the editorial, recent reports of people 
taking the law into their own hands and the construction 
of high-security housing complexes in Johannesburg 
are ominous signs. "Down this road lies vigilantism, 
kangaroo justice, and, eventually, unless the government 
itself acts firmly against the criminal classes, the total 
breakdown of the rule of law. Time is fast running out 
for Mr Mandela." 


Fewer Consultants, More Leadership — The payment 
of 1.2 million rands by the Mpumalanga Government 
to a consultant for doing routine work represents one of 
the failings of government, says another editorial on the 
same page of SUNDAY TIMES. Mpumalanga Premier 
Mathews Phosa is not guilty of impropriety, the editorial 
says, but the incident illustrates the "incompetence" of 
his government. "If nothing else, he must be compelled 
to realise that he cannot embark on grandiose ‘develop- 
ment’ schemes or ambitious ‘restructurings’ or endless 
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conferencings, until he learns to manage his own hum- 
ble office." The problem of hiring expensive consultants 
"to do work which neither the elected representatives of 
the people, nor the appointed civil servants, are capa- 
ble of doing themselves," is nationwide, the editorial 
says. "The point is that the members of our government 
have started off, not modestly like the Israelis or the 
Chinese or even the poor Tanzanians, but with a sense 
of grandiose self-importance. They intend, you must un- 
derstand, to be great." Elected officials must "take them- 
selves less seriously, and their work more seriously. To 
govern a large and fractious country requires more than 
scattering taxpayers’ money to the winds." 


RAPPORT 


Parliament at ‘Watershed’ — "The closing days of the 
parliamentary session have been a display of the brute 
force of a majority," says a page-20 editorial in Jo- 
hannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans on 17 September. 
The passage of important legislation on issues such as 
education and labor has shown that "the ANC intends 
to drastically transform the entire society based on its 
one-sided agenda." The ANC has "unashamedly demon- 
strated its simplistic interpretation of democracy — ma- 
jority decisionmaking." These events have brought the 
Opposition parties "to a watershed. They can continue to 
be fragmented and steamrolled one by one, or they can 
use their collective position to stand together, as demon- 
strated by their opposition to the Education Policy Bill." 
With many significant events still to come, such as the 
writing of the Constitution, which demands a two-thirds 
majority, the opposition parties should work together. 
Opposition party leaders "owe it to their supporters, and 
more importantly to the creation of a harmonious and 
sophisticated democratic government, not to allow this 
golden opportunity to slip through their fingers." 


South African Press Review for 18 Sep 
MB1809132595 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 
THE STAR 


Is There Life After Mandela? — Peter Sullivan writes 
in the "From the Editor" column on page-14 of Johan- 
nesburg THE STAR in English on 18 September: "The 
notion has taken hold that so much has failed in Africa, 
South Africa is doomed to follow and is only (tem- 
porarily) being held back by the extraordinary talent of 
Nelson Mandela for marketing and for reconciliation.” 
Sullivan believes there is too much crime, that educa- 
tion and health standards are dropping for the top 20% 
of the population. "But if you are a rural citizen with- 
Out access to a clinic and with children attending school 
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under a tree in wind and rain, and with a lack of nearby 
potable water, I think things are probably looking up, 
not looking worse." "What will happen when Mandela 
goes is that we will canonise him and get on with run- 
ning our country." Sullivan says a relevant issue over 
which to ponder is whether Cyril Ramaphosa and Thabo 
Mbeki "will get on with each other." 


SOWETAN 


Crime ANC Achilles Heel — Johannesburg SOWETAN 
in English on 18 September in a page-8 editorial notes 
that the National Party, NP, has gone for the ANC’s 
"Achilles heel — the ANC’s weakness in dealing 
with crime." The NP has plastered areas with anti- 
crime posters in the run-up to the November elections, 
implying that the NP will deal more decisively with 
criminals. But does the NP think we have forgotten 
how they sponsored criminals using taxpayers money to 
form hit squads that terrorised South African citizens?" 
Nevertheless, "the ANC does have a serious problem." 
Justice Minister Dullah Omar’s "pre-election ploy" to 
tighten bail conditions for serious offenders failed to 
include "housebreakers." "While they are free to walk 
the streets, crime will remain the ANC’s Achille’s heel." 


BUSINESS DAY 


Close SA Communications Service — "Our cash- 
Strapped government does not have many easier ways 
to save money than by closing the SA [South African] 
Communications Service," says a page-14 editorial 
in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 18 
September. The service will "inevitably become a gov- 
ernment or party propaganda tool." "Governments ev- 
erywhere tend to assume that a central information ser- 
vice is indispensable. It is not, and recognising that now 
would enable millions to be diverted every year to far 
more worthy projects." 


CAPE TIMES 


NP Bears ‘Co-Responsibility’ for Country’s Ills — Cape 
Town CAPE TIMES in English on 12 September in a 
page-6 editorial comments on the NP’s "election cry" 
at the weekend "blaming the ANC for all the country’s 
ills." "No one wants to see a return to the bad old days 
of stifled, inhibited discussion of public issues. But it 
is in nobody’s interests to stir the racial pot or create 
the impression of a society coming apart at the seams." 
CAPE TIMES believes that since the NP is itself a 
partner with the ANC in the government of national 
unity, it bears "co-responsibility." "No government of 
mere mortals could have turned the country around in 
the time which has elapsed since the 1994 election, 
given the deplorable state of the economy after nearly 
half a century of NP misrule." 
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Cote d’Ivoire 
RDR Secretary General Issues Warning to Bedie 


AB1809104595 Abidjan La Chaine Une Television 
Network in French 2000 GMT 17 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The official submission of 
the presidential candidates’ list for the 22 October 
presidential election will begin on 18 September. The 
secretary general of the Rally of the Republicans [RDR], 
Mr. Djeny Kobina, called the national and international 
media for a news conference at his party headquarters 
this afternoon. Our correspondent Thomas Bagnintchy 
has the details: 


(Begin recording] [Bagnintchy] In the wake of the 
Official beginning of the submission of the list of 
presidential candidates, the RDR leadership called the 
national and international media for a news conference. 
The public was expecting to get some information at 
last, and to see an end to the speculations and rumors 
circulating about the name of the RDR presidential 
candidate but to no avail. After an hour and a half 
waiting period, the representatives of the national and 
international media were told that instead of a news 
conference there would rather be a statement by RDR 
Secretary General Djeny Kobina, so no questions were 
asked. 


What was all this about? Mr. Djeny Kobina recalled 
that in 1990, President Houphouet-Boigny received all 
the representatives of the various parties to inform them 
of the dates of the elections. He said this was not the 
case in 1995. He said the opposition was not associated 
with the discussions defining the role to be played 
by the Monitoring and Supervision Commission that 
was created by the government. He also said that the 
distribution of voters cards began just a few days ago 
and in precipitation. The RDR secretary general then 
issued a warning. 


[Kobina] The RDR, convinced of its force in the field 
and the determination of its activists, herevy, issues 
a solemn warning to Mr. Bedie and his team. They 
will be held fully responsible for all that will happen 
in this country should they continue to be stubborn. 
The deadline for the submission of the presidential 
candidates’ list will expire in two weeks time. During 
this period, the RDR, which obviously — and as 
everybody knows — has its own candidate, will make 
every effort to obtain the abrogation of the current 
iniquitous and nonsensical electoral code. 


The Democratic Party of Cote d’Ivoire-African Demo- 
cratic Rally is a minority player in the field today, and 
we shall never allow it to snatch power through an elec- 
toral hold-up. We hereby call on our activists to remain 
mobilized, determined, and confident. The RDR lead- 
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ership will hold a meeting on 1 October which is the 
closing date for the submission of the list of presiden- 
tial candidates. The meeting will take place at the party 
headquarters at 0800. We will analyze the situation and 
take the necessary measures. 


Meanwhile, a national party convention will be held on 
3 October at 1500 at a venue that will be designated 
later, to inform the party’s activists on the strategy to 
be adopted for the electoral campaign. The practical 
measures to be taken for the holding of this convention 
will be made public to RDR activists and the media 
when the time comes. [end recording] 


Liberia 
ULIMO-J Refuses To Respect Cease-Fire 


AB1609145795 Paris AFP in English 
1240 GMT 16 Sep 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text) Monrovia, 16 Sep (AFP) — 
One of Liberia’s seven armed factions on Saturday 
[16 September] refused to lay down its arms until the 
international community took action against rival groups 
accused of violated [as received] a ceasefire agreed last 
month. 


Roosevelt Johnson, leader of the ethnic Krahn wing 
of the United Liberation Movement (ULIMO), told a 
press conference his group "will not disengage until 
some punitive measures are taken against rival forces 
of the Mandingo wing of ULIMO by the international 
community." 


On Thursday an international committee set up to 
check that the seven factions were respecting the 
ceasefire gave the two rival ULIMO groups until midday 
Saturday to respect the peace deal signed August 19 
in a bid to end nearly six years of civil war which 
have left more than 150,000 dead. The latest fighting is 
concentrated around a strategic bridge on the Lofa river, 
some 50 kilometres (30 miles) north of Monrovia. There 
were no reports on casualties from the skirmishes. 


Johnson said his men were ready to disarm as long as 
the bridge, which lies in the region under his control, 
remained in Krahn hands. 


The peace accord, signed in the Nigerian capital Abuja, 
stipulates that all seven factions must be demobilised by 
end January 1996. 


Nigeria 
Abacha Gives ‘Serious’ Warning to West 
AB1709154695 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 17 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Nigeria’s General Abacha is 
adamant. He is expected to announce on 1 October 
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the decision to execute 13 young officers accused of 
plotting to overthrow his regime. According to certain 
diplomatic representations in Nigeria, Gen. Abacha is 
also expected to announce the decision by the soldiers 
to hand over power in !999. These decisions will surely 
be objected to by certain Western countries, which Gen. 
Sani Abacha has warned against any attempts by them 
to destabilize Nigeria. Tunde Fatunde reports: 


[Begin Fatunde recording] In a speech to trainee officers 
at the Kaduna Military Academy in northern Nigcria, 
Gen. Sani Abacha, head of the military junta, publicly 
accused certain foreign countries of trying to destabilize 
his country. Without mentioning these countries explic- 
itly, he also added t iat certain Nigerian political figures, 
whom he described as dissidents, are scheming hand in 
glove with foreign forces to thwart the democratization 
process that was already embarked upon by the Nige- 
rian Armed Forces. While stressing that his government 
will not tolerate any interference in the internal affairs of 
Nigeria, no matter where they come from, Gen. Abacha, 
without mincing words, warned that his administration 
will take adequate retaliatory measures against all those 
who threaten the unity, sovereignty, and territorial in- 
tegrity of Nigeria. 


After closely analyzing this disguised but serious warn- 
ing to certain Western capitals, well-informed observers 
think that Gen. Abacha has decided to implement on 
1 October two measures that could displease Western 
donors: First, the execution of 13 young officers de- 
clared guilty of plotting against the state. Second, the 
handing over of power by the soldiers in four years’ 
time. [end recording] 


Ab: cha Restates Position on Democratization 


AB1709160695 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 17 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Federal Government has 
restated its determination to implement the democratiza- 
tion program in a way that will sustain public confidence 
and respect. The head of state, General Sani Abacha, 
restated this yesterday at the graduation of the Nige- 
ria Defense Academy, Kaduna. He renewed the Federal 
Government’s appeal to Nigerians to join in the debate 
on the draft constitution. Gen. Abacha reiterated that the 
debate on the draft constitution was to allow Nigerians 
the opportunity to evaluate all aspects of the draft be- 
fore a final decision was taken by the Provisional Ruling 
Council. He again spoke of the importance of the exer- 
cise and called for proper utilization of the opportunity. 
The head of state reaffirmed that public opinions on the 
draft constitution will guide the government in taking a 
final decision on it. 
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Earlier, the commandant of the college, Air Vice Mar- 
shal (A.M. Dagash), had said that the training was car- 
ried out without compromising standards. He said that 
courses of the academy were carefully designed to en- 
sure that graduates play a vital role in sustaining the 
contributions of the Armed Forces to nation building. 
The ceremony was attended by a former head of state, 
General Muhammed Buhari, service chiefs, some min- 
isters, and state administrators. One hundred and fifty 
graduands from the Armed Forces received certificates 
at the ceremony. 


Constitutional Commission Releases Findings 


AB1609154795 Paris AFP in English 
1349 GMT 16 Sep 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Abuja, 16 Sep (AFP) — A 
commission charged with studying Nigeria’s draft Con- 
Stitution has submitted its findings to military leader 
General Sani Abacha, sources close to the presidency 
said Saturday [16 September]. The 39-member commis- 
sion, set up by Abacha last month to review recommen- 
dations submitted in June by the National Constitutional 
Conference (NCC), handed over its report Friday, but 
the findings have not been made public. 


However the official DAILY TIMES said Saturday 
the commission had rejected the idea of a rotating 
presidency between the north and south of the country, 
saying the issue should be debated by political parties 
once they are set up. According to the paper, the 
commission had recommended dividing Nigeria into six 
regions and if the idea of a rotating presidency was 
accepted, each region would hold the office for a period 
of five years. 


The president and vice-president would be directly 
elected, while the prime minister and deputy premier 
would be elected by parliament, the commission report- 
edly proposed. 


NCC head Adolphus Karibi-Whyte had strongly criti- 
cised the commission, whose 39 members are all known 
to be close to the military authorities. 


The NCC was created in June 1994, a year after Nigeria 
plunged into political crisis following the cancellation 
of general elections by the military, and was charged 
with drafting a democratic constitution for the country. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Sierra Leone 


RUF Sends Talks Proposal to Government 


AB1409180595 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 14 Sep 95 


(From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) There’s just a glimmer of 
light at the end of Sierra Leone’s long, dark civil 
war tunnel. For nearly a year, efforts have been going 
on to get Foday Sankoh’s RUF [Revolutionary United 
Front] rebels to talk peace with Captain Strasser’s 
government. The United Nations, the Commonwealth, 
the International Red Cross, and others have been trying 
to mediate without success, and the bitter conflict has 
continued. But now the government has announced that 
it has received a letter from the RUF about talks. On the 
line to Freetown, Robin White asked Foreign Minister 
Alusine Fofanah how they got the letter: 


[Begin recording] (Fofanah] Through the International 
Committee of the Red Cross. They did not say they are 
ready to talk peace. They said that they want to meet 
with a group of Sierra Leoneans. 


{White} So, who do they want to talk to? 


(Fofanah] It’s a large number of... [Fofanah pauses] 
a group of people, notably, Supreme Islamic Council, 
Women for Peace, and some paramount chiefs, a large 


group of people anyway. 


[White] So, they want to meet a cross-section of the 
Sierra Leone population rather than talk directly to you, 
the government, at this stage? 


{Fofanah] That’s exactly the case for now, but we don't 
want to unauthorize that meeting, otherwise people like 
you will be calling back and saying we are not ready to 
talk peace, we don’t want to talk peace. But, in the final 
analysis, we hope they recognize the fact that they will 
have to sit face to face with the government to arrive at 


peace. 


[White] So, do you see this message as being a real 
breakthrough or not? 


(Fofanah] Well, I see it as a breakthrough, yes, indeed. 
We applaud the move, and we hope they will go further 
and beyond to sit face to face with government, so that 
we can end this bloodshed and this very sad chapter in 
our history. 


[White] But isn’t there a strong chance that the RUF 
might use a meeting with Sierra Leonean groups to try 
and undermine your position? 

[Fofanah] Well, they’ve.... [Fofanah pauses] We don’t 
want to believe that, we think we have done some 


ground work to impress upon them that peace is the 
answer, that it’s a matter of Sierra Leoneans talking to 
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Sierra Leoneans. The people that will be going to see 
them, I am sure, are people with common sense, people 
who have a good grasp of what this country has gone 
through, and this is not time for politicking. This is 
not time for politicking with the lives, the development, 
and the well-being of this country. Su, I am very much 
assured that the group that has been chosen will think 
of Sierra Leone first and not what they’re going to make 
out of this meeting for themselves. 


[White] Do you have any idea as to where and when 
this meeting might take place? 


[Fofanah] It is still up to them. We have been asked 
to authorize and we are saying we are ready. Any time, 
any where, we are ready to send people. [end recording] 


Government Troops Kill 10 Rebels; Open Road 


AB1709124395 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 16 Sep 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Sierra Leone Army is 
apparently hitting back at rebel actions that in the 
past few months have made some of the country’s 
main highways a little better than impassible. Most 
recently, the rebels have been targeting the highway 
from Freetown, the capital, to Makeni in the north, but 
the Army has been launching operations to keep the 
road open, and a number of rebels have reportedly been 
killed. From Freetown, Victor Sylver telexed this report: 


Reports just reaching Freetown say that the rebels 
intended to cut off that portion of the road linking 
Freetown with the main northern town of Makeni in 
Bombali District. The road link allows civilians and 
unescorted vehicles to relieve the siege on northern 
towns. Reports from the area of military operation say 
at least 10 rebels were killed when government troops 
bombarded their positions. It appears the rebels were 
caught while preparing to launch further offensives 
against civilian targets in the north. 


Other reports speak of an unspecified number of rebels 
killed today as government forces moved in around the 
Madina area where rebels had earlier run in the week, 
ambushed a Guinean military truck, killing seven of the 
troops on board. 


Government forces have just said that the commander 
of the rebel force sent to the northern flank quite 
recently, one Commander Guibrila, has been captured. 
It would seem from his statements that recent attacks 
in the north were meant to establish a base for the 
rebels should they want to come to serious negotiations 
with the government of Captain Valentine Strasser. The 
announcement of the reopening of the road link between 
the capital and Makeni in the north comes as a welcome 
relief to many here. 
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